- CURTIS' COTTON CERINES.

- 3 loped
T,ne CottonSpeculationsas l)em!:‘1 4

n the Trials Before Gene.
Dowell.

" Ve bave several times alladed to-the cot-
ton speoalations of Gen. CURTIS, 8u aboli-
tion Gereral who bed his Headquarters at
Helons, Arkaneas, last year. To steal cot-
ton and negroes, bis whole army was for the
season put.in reguisition, and thousarids of
bissoldiers sacrificed in the swamps andmo--
rasses in the hot and unhealthy season of
the year. Many otbers desertsd aud aub-
jeofed themselves to the panslties rather
than be thus used to fill the.pookets of their
Generals and ‘their copartners, civilidns,
masdy of them fromi this eity, with permits
iu their pockets from the Treasury Depart-
ment at Waskington!

The old regular army officers, such as
Gen. STEELE, for whose honor, honesty and
soldier like deportment we can vouch, aswe
beoame well scquainted with him during the
Tudian troubles in Minnesota in 1857, while.
they felt compelled to submit to the Treas-
ury orders at. Washington, would not sub-
mit to the ures being made of the army, and
more especially when he discovered that
Gen. CueTis and others were partners in
thege speonlations. Ho was ordered off l?y
CuRTIS, to get bim out of the way, but this
did not prevent him *blowing* on ‘them,
snd the War Department was compelled to
jnstitute an investigation.

_.In.the meantime General CurTIS ‘was re-
moved to St. Loais, where the investigation
was mainly to be ¢arried on. Among his
firat aots, knowing us well and knowing
that we were beyond the fear of zuch of-
ficial speculstors and were ever ready to
expose themm to the jadignant fromns of the
honest' portion of commonity, he' went to
work to sappress our paper in Assonri—
Too guilty and cowardly to issue the or-
ders himself he gave the work into the
hands of his petty and desploable under-
lings, called ** Governor GaxeLe's Home
Militie.”” They did their work well accord-
ingto their plar, and to cover over the act
as decently as possible, started out with pro-
‘nouncing our, peper * disloyal,” and oar
subscribers * secessionists.”
" But this did not stop our paper and then
the still brighter idea was hit upon to mob
and destroy our office. This was edsily got
under wa§. There was one company of
the 2d Ohio Cavalry then at Camp Chase,
‘shade up mostly ¢f John Brownites from the
Western Reserve, who had had one sum-
mer's training under the Kansas Jayhawk-
‘ers, and our ity was the headquarters of
the Curtis & Co. cotton speculatars, and
the two negro orgaxis of this. city: the Jour-
nal and Fact, ready for any dirty paragraph
+to faollitate the onslaught, as swell as mem-
"bérs of the seoret and bath bound order ‘of
-the knights of * Gum, Thas and Myrrh.”
- 4The Fact wans rather a dependant instro-
_men€ of the State House cligue, but the
whole tribe around the Journal were in some
by [n'pay of the government, and in oahoot
with the speculators. One of the’ Missouri
- hounds came on here to make the matter
certain’and jolned the Second Okio Cavalry
and po doubt conveyed the pleasant infur-
mation that The Crixis pffice must be destroy-
ed! The resultis known.” They caugbtus
“from. home—aud it ‘wia thé oply time we
. had heen ont of the cityat night formontbs,
and smashed up our editorial rooms; des-
-troying, as we have asoortaived from loss of

-volumés, books from cur library,&0., &o..at

' the least on¢ thouiand dellars worth, but did
_inot getat our types, which werd fn another
building, nor-our subsoription boaks, which
were rescued, and hénce did not atop our
pnpbi s day.nor on hour. Failing in thls,
.General Cutn1s rénewed his laborsin Mis-
“sourd, and before hé was found ghilty and
¢ diamissad from his command, he had pretty
" well eleansd our paper out of the whals
+Stats of Missouri, and thug cheated our
* giibscriberd ‘cut of 'their papers for which
»they. bad pald in advancé, bul which we
* hopa at somefutare day to supply. . -
In.a mees of testimony which would filia
1arge volume, sll golog to crimlnats the mili-
tary officers, and General CURTIS {n pertioa-
Jor, we introduca the ‘testimony of General
STESLE: now & promineat and brave officer
“before Vicksburgh, under Général GranT.

It will hero be seen why General Cuzris
‘snd bis colfon men were so anxions to get
' all Democratic papers, which had the spirit

and indepsndende to expogs their corrap-
tiore; out of the way!

"7 Of late thelr was another motive, and
- General BURNSIDE, who. we presumo never
_ saw pcopy F our paper, was urged to stop

The Criris at once, &s ib was terribly « dis-

loyal* and dangerous to the morale of the
.. army! A new and very diffirent set of
.cotton operators had been formed in this
“ #gity, end Included high attachees of the
" Goy t among its numbers, and we had

- gi}enllnﬁn‘.'sﬁons that they were a treason-

able set of men, carrying goods contraband

--vof war to the Rebels, by wey of Meatamoras

<

o

' “’and through Texas. Al theother papers ..

"of thiscity wero silent, or could be silenced,

‘and soms-were their apologists, -and their called

__;onlyidanget was In The

i ks et

eforanexposurs was
sepéonlation of furnishing the Confederates

Crisit. To sup-
a dire i

with argis»85d jsmepnition by ";y?"
citizens of Colgébuig ubg’o: our b%yn bo
bad beem_ so patriotically’ urged“foto fike
army by thess very same men who were now
ebout tomaka *piles of money,” Infurnish-
ing the enemy the necéssary implements to
shostthem! This'was all »loyal""on their|
part, bt on the part of The Crisisin ex-
posing them, why that wes the rankest
treason! This is avory pretty plotare of
#Joyalty,” but the men engaged are “big
Government bugs™ and will, of ocurse, es-
apé in some shape or other. ‘Ons fact for
a “Joyalist"” paper was peculiar! At a mo-
ment, when & general exposure end punish-
ment seemed inevitable, their apecial * or-
gan* here—the Ohio State Journal—turned
stats's evidenos, and admitted—poor, inno-
cent, conscience-convioted fellow—that he
had koown for *three weeks” that an
sgent of JEFF. DAVIS. was bere, tempting,
like the zerpent tempted one in the garden
of Eden, with profits 20 large that soms of
our citizens, the Journal's friends, * ate of
the forbidden fruit.” Bat more of this at
another time,

Some men well known in Columbus figure
in this testimouy of Major General STEELE,
favorably or unfavorably, the reader must
be the judge. General CorTis did notstop
% cotton alone, as his appetite for other
people’s property was sharpened, bot he
dipped into horses, buggies, and one of the
witnesses testifies into pianos, also, if not
silver-ware, knives, forks, plate and house-
hold farnitare generally; and negroes in
perticular. The poor negro is made to
covera world of sin: -

The Kilitary Oourt of Inquiry,
Correspandence of the 8t. Louls Republican.

Meupnis, TENN,, May 13,

After examining witnesses st Milliken's
Bend, Lake Providence and Helens, the
Court of Inquiry returned to this city
on board the steamer Champion, and re
sumed its inveatigation bere on Friday last.
A large number of witnesses have been ex-
awined, and some of the testimony is highly
important when taken in connection with
the ‘evidence of certain officers who were
before the Court’ at St. Loais. As scon &s
the investigation closes here I will send you
a full report of all the evidence. Below 1
ive you the testimony of Gen. Steele and
apt. Paddock, who were examined at Milli-
ken’s Bend, May 4th.

TESTIMONY OF MAJOR GEN. STEELE.
Msjor General F. Steete, beiog called and duly
sworu, tetified as follows:

Q. Btate, if yoa pleass, verything you know,
end as fully as you cap, concerning the connéction
of any officer in the military service of the United
Htates in any manner, either directly or indirectly;
with the trafil in cotton on_the Missidsippi river
or its tributaries dating this war. - A, T cannot
say U koow anything of my own bbservation;
however; I have guud reason to believe that cer-
tain officers in the military service of the United
States have been iaterested ia cotton speculations;
T can mention the. nates of eome who have been
interested in this traffic, if I have been rightly in-
formed; it is my opinion that Major General
Bamuel R ‘Curtis kas been largély wuterested by
way of partoership, or through his agents, in cot-
ton speculations; wy reasoos fur believiog #o are
as follows: it was generully believed by officers,
end everybody eleo at Helona; that Gen. Curtis
was interssted in this tratfia; I was fold by Gen.
C. E. Hovey, late Brigadier General; that Gen.
Curtis was iuterested iu this busigess; two ladies
at Helena told mo the same thing; M. Craig,
who had cotton ¢ sell bersoll, told me that Gen.
Curtis was interested with—[ think she eaid—
Swith & Northrup; Mre. Mutt. Ward aléo told
me Gén. Curtis was iatereated; Col. Moore, of
Helena, and Mr, Coolidgs, of the eame place, told
e that he wasinterested; I was saveral tiwesin
Gen. Curtis’ office—certaiuly taice—and I eaw
bis table oavered: with money~—greenbacks and
gold; ke was busy with personsiu the ofiide, and
sll of them were talking about cotton—tbis lot of|
cutton and that lut of cotton; Ialiosaw a note,
writlen by Genéral Curtis, to negro 8am, aboat
cottun; I bave beard other prople, citizens and
officers, speak of trunsactiona of this sort. The
name o} these people I do 0ot now recollect, but
I kuuw thewn by sight; I was once in General
Curtis® offico when the sut jZct of cotton spucula-
tion was introduced ; ‘some of G
Cartia’ stafl wére present—1I think Major McKio-
ney and Oaptain Noble; I denoonced the cotion
epeculations vt the part of ufficers, and eaid it was
demoralizing to the service, and that any vffieer

iog an army whe d init, degraded
his )

8! 1 (-4
position—that if au ufficer wished to enti into
cowpetition with Jows and bpecalators, he aaght
to tesign’bis commiusionin thearmy firet; Captain
Nobls rerdarked : “ I told. the General so0 in the
frit place”” I know of certnin cotton baving
been bauled away by what was called the staft
team of General Carti«—cotton belonging to Jo-
tome Pillow; I wastuld by Colunel Bussey, who
bad placed a guard over ssid entton, that it was
bauled away vy General Curtis’ teams of white
'muled; they were koown throughodt the army;
whst was doue with it, I dun't kaow; that Culo-
ocl Baesey told me bimsclf, and Mr, Pillow also
confirmed it. C.’E. Hovey, late Brigadier Gene-
ral, it was generally understood, Was directly or
fndirectly engaged in the cotton tradw; indeed, he
never denied it buthe told me that he had nover
purchased a bale of cotton himéell, I heard
General Hovay edy 1hat his Ajutant, orsome per-
son Ioterested with kiwn, purchased & lof of cotton,
if I mistake not, on the Matt, Ward plactations
that this cotton was paid for and haaled tiy the

Cartis **stole it from him,"touss bisown ex-
ressfon.  General Huvey madano secret of bejng
oterested in cotton. He tatked aboat itin the
prosence ot ufficers, and maid thaf whatever be
did was dune hunestly aud fuirly. Aid I beliove
that nobody, wko koows Geaeral Hovey, will
doobt hLie statement. I receired a telegraphin
commupication from the Cummander-ia-cticf of
the army, Gen. Hallsck, while T was in command
of the army 8¢ Heleos, directiog me to seizq sil
the entton which might be fuound 1a the possession
of offieers or soldiers. I told General Hovey,/tbe
first tima I saw bicy after that, 1hat I had received
such & cummanicativa.  Heivastben in command
of a dstachment at Old Tuwn. Ihsve been told,
and belizve it to be true, that ha (Huvey) had
nothing more to do with cotton from that time.
Lieut. Murdock, of the Filteenth Ohio Battety,
as X was informed by himself and by others, had
rmission from Gen. Cartisto pick and talo cot-
ten cnm: ‘cartain plantation. II{ think this vgs
P _ hased the

ure déath to the “loyal™

0p
pplies, on that t, for the earry~
ingoni_)'{.lhh_open' ,norg?;lpemlaionim{n
Gen. Cartis to take thesasupplies tothe plaatation.
‘While ha wasCarrying on his operation; bo was
arréetéd by Geteral Curtis, confised o the limits

of bis camp, and the cottoo, which be had partly

rirerat Old Tuwa; thatwhilslying there G 1| ped

pm%‘ fu tha‘mlrh!.‘ ':t}hken by other

tearssy. Gent
it mrn{elc Q

[ ﬁmqﬁal poken {0 rme about
-ﬂl L) 'Qp'oﬂr“ .30 _Yyou 23
far as be hims

. What g X B
I roed, congetning this

wﬁ'; who were said to barg been authorized by
{I;_;M' kl m . D, l:n‘rvn. 4y Jate of the armf-- "
think pf_.tha Elaveén! ons} e ths!

ke koew abont thilet?;ﬂ'xiéliou. 1 have been fold
by nfficers that Capt. Beardsles, of the 13th llinois |
infantry, had in bis %mwaion several orders di-|
recting biwm to cross the Mississippi river at Helens
and guard cartain lota of cotton, which grders ba,
bad executed; staying with thiscatton night and
day until it was baoled to the Miceissippi river
amﬁm o buard & stesmbost and shipped North.
1did not zes ths orders, bot was told they came
from besdquarters at'Helens, I thick about the
‘mooth of July last, 1862. 1 did put underatand
whether they camefrom the headquarers of the
*post or the beadquariars of thearmy uf the South-
weat. The hea%?umm of {bs past wero come
manded by Gen. Washburae, and the headquart

of the anay of the South-west by Gen. Curtia, I
do pot thiuk of aoy other persons whom I can
Hame as authority for the conclusions o which I
bavs been brought in regard to dolton specula-
tions. Q. In refe to th jon of

di-{should be retarnedif they

if wes
? il He toldiwe what T bave just

[stated, that Tho’ ibﬁm&%ﬁ tl':“m éﬁn;b l'att;gne
, with th to theowner that they
purposes, with the prom: dnimde.iz. ‘@ Didbe
admit that bo bad any coaneetion with 18 in any
manner, shapaog form? A, Well, that was what
fio tuld izw.-g ham‘d at b whs in f?‘zfxr?{nd of

Curtis told me himeelf that that N
looged to Colone! Hatria, and m.(]iﬂ"ﬁ bad 3,
on bim at Bbiloh—or words to that e
How in reference to the otber hore u:L
koown a3 Gou. Curtis' borse? A (;,},_5 :
tuld me he was a eaptured horse, ong day whelt
a8 ridiog with hip,»_lwiu atate furghe, al
that. Curtis_said be was goiog t,
appraiced. Q Do you know whether

¢
Ty

bave l‘u

o
wasever madd? A. I da,r,.f:'n'éh

the parly, that took them. 1 inf 4
L don't know that he told me g0, Q What did |
yiu understand from his own admuions of bis
cotineciiod; if bie-bad :any, with Teturning these
nbgroes? A Iunderitood him ghat e was:on
'boafd thie buat which tobk thers back at.the titme
of thejr beiog returned, but that ke did not koow
that the negrues wero on board, Iam pat ter-
tain that General Hovey was on board. Q. Rid
you ever loarn thatthe retarn of these negyoe
was Ia aby way nitde as a cegiderstion fof eot-
ton from that plantarion? A. I believe that to
boaslander. I heard of ‘it, bat believe it'to bea
lander. I might state thatsome parties came to

o
General Curtis with the suhject. of traffio in
cotton, it is understéed that all you know of your
own koowledge ia,what you zaw in hisoffice
on the occasion which yon have stated? A. His,
.nota to the megro Sam and 2ny copnection
which be wmsy bave had by reasen of his ataff
train drawiog cotton'iuto Helena, Tbat isall
1 know of my owp personal observation. Q
Can you now state lhe purport of this note to the
negro Sam? A, As nesr 23 I recollect, it-eon-
tained direclicns to Sam in regard to pjckingI aud

am

me, and askéd permission of mo for -
groes to g0 on board the boat to McGee's planta:
tion: that I said I would give nosuch. permission,,
but that if the negroes wished to go X 'bad no ob- |
jection, but that they should not by taken against
their coneenit. Q. Did you understand that there
was any objection on the part of the negroes'to
returning to McGae's plantation'T A. I did not.
I never heard anything further of ituntil I'naw-
itin the papers that General Hovey had traded,

baling cotton on the Johozou pl
not absolately certain what; the note, huwever,
can be obtaiged. Dr. Barnes bus-the uote, and a
cupy of it, he told me, ho had sent to the War
Department. Q. Whois Captain Noble, or where
ishe? A, Heis now a Major in vne of the cav-
alry regiments—Third Jowa cavalry. He was
Judge Advocats of General Curtis’ staff at ono
time. Q Have you avy. reason to belicve that
General Curtie had any connection with the cot-
ton which was drawn in hia staff trains? A.
What I have stated ie all I know of my own
knowledge of any jon G 1 Curtis had
with this cottos. Q. Where were you laat sum-
mer personally 7 A. At Helenal Q. During
what months? A, 'Wo arrived thera ou the 13th
of July, or about that time, Q Did 'you arrive
in eowpany with Genets! Curtis? A I srriveda
day or two previous, I think he urcived thenext
day after 1did. Q. Did you koow anythiug in
reiation to-the Jervwme Pillow colton other than
you bave testified bere, or anythiog in referencs
to the Geveral Pillow cotton? -A. Nuthing -ex-
cept from rutnor? Q. What do you recollect
coucerning & lot of citon claimed by vne Grant,
taken at Culdwater, which was brought to Helo-
ns, amounting to 'some thres houdred and odd
bales, marked C. 8. A1 A. I received a fetter
from some ‘one in Mississippi, whose ‘nawe Ido
not nuw recollect, telling we that a certain fvt «f,
cottun warked 0. 8. A., and another-lot belonging
to private ¢itizéns, had been takenaway from Mis-
sieaippi and brought up tv Helena in‘a stéamboat.
Xthink ho stated fo’ bis lettér that soldiers were
emplojed as a guard to this cotton; aud that'it
was hauled in to the river by governmient teama.,
1 immediately gave ordérs thay Capt: Winslow,
‘then Chief Quartermsster 't Heolena, ehouly
eeizs thid cottun, nnd hold it mb{e&z to the orders.
of tbe Guseriiment. Capt. Widelow réported chat
be had vbeyeéd wy-ordsrs iu the premisee. ~ About
that tinie I tecerved orders from Ged. Curtin to
proceed to Pilot Koob-with 8 part cf the foices
st Haleoa. I Wenton board of the' whatfboat,
whore Capt. Winslow had bis quarters, for ‘the

'purpose uf taking 3 steamer to Cairo. Hoh. Juo.

& Pholps, provisivnal Governor of Arkanear, and
mjaelf, were goinig to Cairoun business convected
with this order turme tv guto Pilot Kaod, I
saw Capt. Winilow on buard the whartboat;

6 asked ine what would be done with the lot
of cottér in question. I replied that I aup-

pured it would be sold for' the bénefit of the Gov-

erument. Judge Baker, of St. Louis, waspresent
and bespd this conversativa. While I was absent
at Caitd, Brig: General Eugene Carr, being ia
commana uf the'post at Heluoa, Captain Wins-
low, for some cause belter known to himeelf thas
to me, releaced this cotton, He had no suthority
‘from me to release jt. Q. Were there any of
your staff officers left bebiud at Helona, wha had
aoy instructions'in connection with this subj-ct,
and to take any action in relation toit? - A, ‘f'wo
of 1y staff uflicers werd left ot Holena, but tbey
had o justructioos in regard to this cotton, or
any other cutton. Q. Did they ever report to
you baving tshen avy paitin this matter® A,
COupt. Paddock informed mo that Captain Wins-
low bad released tis cutton, aod camwe to him tel-
liog him he-bad authority frow me to relenes it,
aod asked for peruission to sbip it up the river,
which Csptain Padduck reluctautty gave him, as
he inforwed mo! Q. Did youy ever ave persvual-
ly suy of the claimauta of this cotton? Nu, air;
I dou't keow who clained the ecotton. Q@ Did
Dr’ OReilley ‘ever speak 10 you conceruiuy this
cutton? A, Never, to my recollection. Idont
think e ever ppuke tu e, vn the sulj-cl. Q

Do you know of any connection ho bad with it ¥
A, idu pot. Q. Or of any part by had jn vb-
tainiog its release? A. I kuow nothiug at all
except by ruwor.. L would like to state here that
there was a lotter addressed to we by a purty at
Memphis, but is was not recvived uotil sfter I left.
1 lott un the 28th of the wwonth, and this was re-,
ceived on the 30th and it was published in ali
the papers as beiog a letter addiensed to me, al-
thoogh I never saw it uutil I eaw js in the papers
first addresied to me. After I lefc Heloua 1
never took command agsin, and pever ssw the
records again, and the first I saw of this letter
wasio the papars. The purport of this letter was
in regard to this lotof cutton. Q. Who was it
from? A.Idon't remember. 1t was cortified

by ove of G | Curtia' clerks who.was left—
that this letter was received ,on a certsin_day—
the 30th of Beptember. .Q. Ind Ganeral Huvey,
so far a3 you koow, Or beliove, have any connee-
tiodf with this cotton? ~A. I don't believe ho did.
Q Did bebaveany interestinitas faras you
kuow ! A. I don's believe he bad apy interest in
it. He to!d mehe had not. I talked wi'h bim

about thiseotton. I have cunfidence in what be

aid to me, Q. have yuu any koowledze or
recolleetion of a kot of” cuttun taken from Wiem-
bu:hsrand McNeil's plantations, somewbere be-
tween the 20th of July and the 1st paztof Au

gust, and_brought to_Helsna, which cottun was
taken under General Huvey's command, and ship

on'thé City of Alton to Helena, and, »aid to
have been 2eat to the Quarlermaater at that
wiot? A. Ldon’s reculluct anything about that

lot -of cotton ot any. such lut of cotton. If I
heard of it I have forgntien it: The pawes are
1ot familiar to me. with any cotlon trunsaction.
Q. Did Geueral Hovey.sver adniit to you that he
bad trafficed or tradeg, or beed interested in cot-
toul A. He admitted to methathe bed been in-
terested io cotton through an sgeat. He, at ail
evenls, has admitted to me that ba had been io-
terested in cottos.  Q Did you tndervtand when
it whs that be ozt taiv cotton through General
Cartistaking it awsy, or *“stealing it,” as Lo ex-
pressed it? A, I think it was in the month of
Auguat, 1862. Iam not postiveas to the date.

Q' What, if anything, do ou know of a party of
uegroes taken from McGee's plaatation, said to
harebeea taken in pursusace of yoar order, aad
which were afterwards retul to that planie-
tion ou.the steamet Intan, sometime o Augast or
Julyof laat year? A. 1 bave been told that cer-
‘10 0y were taken from.McGoe's plantation
for fatigue purposes, with the promise tu Mr. Me-
Gree, who claimed thele sezvices, that they dboald
bareturned:if they desiréd it. Q. 'What connec-
tion]if ey, as -far na you koow Oz believe, had'
Geperal Hovey with this transzetion? 9A-.I

know nothing of this transaction-except from

) lurduck teceived thy permib that you
bave referred to frum Gieneral Gurtisl A rLieu-
tenaot  Murdock submitted ‘some ,]J?peﬁ fo
me, I thivk thers wai n permit from bitu toent-
lect this cotton. I won't be positive abous that.
I heard eo muéh about it, and' saw eo wavy pa-
pors about it, that I reslly don't kauw whither
he ahowed me the permit, but'l ain quite certain
I saw the permits, from Gen, Qurtiv. He -mads
a written complaint to me oo, the subject after
Gen. Curtis left. Gen, Curtia left bim sl in.ar-
rest, confined to bis'camp, and be made % writ-
ten complaiot fo me on the sutjéct. He thought
be had been tigated withi injiutice, snd made ths
statément to €, in orderihat I should Feledsd
bim. Q. What'dd.you recollect of a lot of cot-
t m on tue Minoebaha om: Nuvember 30th, coming
in.charge of the gunboat Bragg, aud which. you
directed toba feleased? A, [ mever dipected
uny colton to. be released on the Miunahaha,or
uuy otber boat, Irecollect what you refer to
boweyer, The Captain of the Minnehana (his
name is White)ecawe tv nie at my headqiarters
at Heleps, I think, in the latter part of Octuber,
1862, and told 'mis that his boat bad been séized
by, I thivk 'he aaid "Captain Bishop, Captainuf
one of the gunboats, and that Captain Bishop
whas going tu take his bpat to Memphis in arrest.
Ho wiched me to render bitn some ansistanes. in
gettiog; it released. Y told him I bod pothiog
10 do with it ; the boat had been seized by the,
davy. He'then asked ine if I would give him a
letter to Captain Biskiop, requesting thut he wight
bo pertiitted to gu by himeelf to Mempbis, where
be would report blmdelfin arrest with his boat,
I told him I knew: Ciptsin Bishop, aad wuuld,
give him such a Jetter as. I thought would be prop-
er.. J didgiye him 8 letter to Ceptaia Bishop,
éayjog thut Captain White was a very good sors
of & wan, (I thiok thuse were the very words I
used,) and that if it wasconsistent with bis duty,
‘and power, be would graot Captain White the
favor which he asked. That is all the connec-
tion ¥ had with the Mionebaba sod with the lot
lof cotton in quedtion. Q. Do you know if Gen-
eral Hovey had aoy instiuctions from the War
Departuwent, to take cottun on Government ac.
count, or did you evergive him auy iustructiops
yourself, or'transmit him such instructions trom
your superiors 7 A, Nosir. I don't know that
be bad soy such instructions. He told me he bad
uaderatood that instrictions had been received,
[ think from the Treasury Department, calliog up-
onofficers to. render all the tacitiviés proper for
getting the cotton out of the country. Q@ Fur
what purpose did you understand” Lisutenant
Buardsles was guarding this cotton—on public or
private account 1 A. "It was notstated whether
it was oo publis or privats accouat, The jufer-
ence wwas that it was shipped on private atcount
Tc wad spoken of asthough it wasa private mat-
ter, because it was sbigped fron: the other side
of the river by steambuats Nurth. Q. What, if
anything, do you know of avy officer in the wili-
tary service ol the United States buvivg been eu-
guged, or ia any way whatever concerued, in any
othur npecies of traffic besides that of cotton in
the Musrieeippi Valley during thowar! A 1
do nut recollect of any instauce. I'know in gen
oral terms that officers did buy horses and wules
und sent them North, but I suppose this was sim.
ply for their own uso, what we usually understoud
by trade. I dun't koow ot ufficers having been
cogaged in suy other traffic. Q. What if uny-
thig, do you knowiof ufficers kavivg converted
to their uwn use property taken fr.m the jubabig-
ants of the country through which the army
marched? A. I know. suwe instaaces where
officers did take property frum the penple sud
couvert it to their own we ; I was juturmed oue
aight that the Dycior and Regimental Quarter.
thaster ot the Etsventh Wiscousi fnfantry, which
was then io wy disision, had put burees aud mulvs
on buard of steawboatd nod shipped thens north ;
[ guve orders tv bave the horses and wules taken
it the boat and taken possessivn of by the Disis-
ivn Quartermaster of wy divieion ; Dr Strosg
was Lue sutgeon, and I thivk the pnwe of the
Quarterwastor was Moure or Myres. Q. Did they
tuke them ot 1 ‘A, Thereis no doubt abuut their
baviog put these unimals on buard, becagso I bhad
thew arrested, and they apologized to me for du-
10g 80, saying it wass comwon thiog, ‘They vaid
Geooral Curtis bad done the eameé thing as Cap-
tain Fuller and the Quartetmaster, and my: Wag-
onmaster ; Thomss Blakely cvuld testify to the
facts io the case; Biskely tovk tfe horses and
wules off the boat. Q. Doyou recollect any oth-
er instance of this cbarscter, such as the scizare
o} sowiug machines, buggies, buvks, carriages or
silver plats? A, I know-of horees and carriages
haviog been taken; I don't know of anything elee
of my own knowledge, except s0me camels that
we captared that ‘were shipped worth. Shontly
after Gpenuful Curtis loft Helens, Licut. Guples,
Qup. Cortis' Sifl Quarterinaster, who was foft
behind, ciwe ty wo bod said that be had received
ordeis from Gen, Curtis to ship s new buggy that
wag at-Castls Hindman, the beadquarters of the
army, aud asked me for 8 permit tv ship toig bug-
gy. Ltvld Lia to go to Capt. Paddock, who
would gisé bimn'a perwit to ship the buggy Nurth.
The next day Major Walker, 1thiuk, of tte Piret
?':.chl:ehk fianl;? tpt::m‘nbnd complained that

eut. Guy ad shipped & buggy North which
he (Walker) bad borruwed !mmgl gentlomao to
caery asick officor in. I tld him it was ahipped
by Goo, Curtis’ order.. Ha (Walker) esid ho was
responsiblofurthebuggy. Xknow that there were
two captured hurses kept in Gen. Curns’ stable.
Ouo of them was & gray stallion, a very fast pa-
cer, which was called Qes. Curtis’ hurss, agd
whick Gen. Curtis rode hiinself. He wes eaptar-
ed from some Doetor in the neighSerkvod of
Batesville. Thero wad unother gray horsc—s pa-
cer or- racker, It wag said to have belouged tu
Col Harriy, of the rebel ariny, who was kiited on |
thishores st Shiloh, and the kursa sent td his wid-
ow.at Clarendoo, Ark. The horeq was raken: out
of the atable at Hartis’ plaotation, while General
Curiig’ headquarters werd at that plico. This'
hetao was riuden by BMajor Carlis, generally, 1
giva'this statement evucerning tha.disposition vf
tha horse having Deett éent to Harris’ widow-ax
eommon report, but not ¢f my. swa kuowledge.
./ Are the other made ja-this;cont
tion. ¢f.your own keowledge, l.nd%‘

them for cotton, Q. Do you know: whethar | Trads als
Li Murd,

appraisement 0
Q. Or whether the horse Was etor aceny ted o,
tuthe Government? A. Idon't know thatit t
T never heardthatit war. Q@ Doyoukaoy ]
becamo ‘pf the borsat ; A. Gen. Curtis hxd“—‘
tholast X eard, [ basrd this indirectly m‘;a
nbout in the anny, Q. Did you éver hey (\:
these horeea werw not accounted for to the Gp
?m::a:u A1 hurdaliai:;mﬁum 10 thit
ect, but no repart that.I zely upon,
of pomerous uttier mit:;nce‘x T by oo oo
of carrisges aud borées having been
ted, but'L dahdot swear tr Yhem pogitive
Q. You are to 5 tnderstdod that thegs I~
riages and horses were appropristed
ordeis' from competent authority.

; taken from the people in the coy
ppropriated to privatg use. Q Do you

ap "

koo

vifieery

dr approptiated to thm private use of. any
ftnuw‘nolhlng'nbwt that: Q. What g, ™

A

tary officer totrade id cottun 1+ A Geneni g,
tis gave pormits to trade in cottuu; I gave "
mite myself -to. trada: in catton; the Byarg o
ra q perwite, Q. Have you any e
urd of the permits: fo giveu? A.
that thera Was ay'record kept of thedr, oy,
gaye any officer, of, zoldier a. permit to trajyy,
cotton, Q. Can jyou state to what extent p.
wits were given by you, ve'to'whom, und a3 wly
thoe, and tho ircumstunces conuected with py
grantiog of auch. permits? A, 1 gave vrden
uty statt officers’tn give pormits to auch citipyy
84" éambd with guod Lestiotials to purchu gy
ton No'one withgut testimo,
spopaible person could get penwits.  1dilnore
the porwits granted Inmy tame. Some wey
grauted by my stafl ufficurs-under my genen) g
rection
youe dire
permity othe'f than that thisy stould be gieg )

permits that they'wers not 'to purchuse an)thi

the awpunt uf cotton, the place, or the peray
from whom they shuitd biiy'ss? A, N, mr, |
was untlerstuod, within the Jiwits of iny own e
wand. I might stato horp that I was vpporedy
the eotire businesd of cottun, out it had be
sanctivhed by Geveral Curtii, sod orders eay
from the commanding vficer to facilitate the g
ting out of cutton. 5

cumel A, While
wend. Q. From whum? -A. From the Wy
Dopartment, jt; was geverally underetood. Tey
ihiug bad been iuitiated by Genetsl Curtis, asd)
weug ott with it as X fosnd it, except thatIpe

sous aud negroes. Genoral Curtis gave peru
to officera to purchase cutton. Ho gaves perat
to au officer of iy staff to. purchase cottoo—Capt

and spoke to hiw on the subject, and I toid b
found of cotton with wy cousent, and ho didw,
ourstaff ofticer I A. I did not. * Here iv the At

1. Q. What, if anything, do you, kuow of
officec ic the wilitary syrvice of the Uvited Stata
baviog used himsell or permitted ths use toud

property for priyate purposea? As Whea theary

Baker of Bt. Louis came to Helena and askedut
to ket binn bave suwme teaws to haul jn cotir.
which he had purchased three or four wiles oo
town. This was the firet that I heard-of thect
tou speculation. I replied to Judge Baker thil
would not take the respunsibility ot sllowing G-
ernment.tragsportation tu be used for suck ap
puto, although the exercise would be of semxe
to the nules,us they bad had no exercise ks
days, Mo then wanted we to go with, ‘hiwsedio-
Tiatrodudtn

troduce him . General Curtie.

wiles from Helota, aud that he wished to getest

weans he cuuld get for securing thacatlvn, Iul
hitn that the teams were duvivg oothivg, aod
the exercise would be_ of secvice to thew, G#

diden. Q Did Bakor ever wuke any couriden:
s for Lhe use uf thy teawms? A Not tos]
wiedge. Buwin after that I-saw Goservont

direction. I had frequent appticativus tusled
tbe traurportation of wy headgquartors to be oA
for this purpuse, but Liuvariabiy refueed. Tow!
know by whose permissivn this tranapuitatioo W

hissingloinstance, I know that some regulatvst
wery twade while Gen, Cartis was in cowwssd¥

ithout luad. 1 wover chaoged any reguistis
in' this respact made by Guu, Curtis whiw [
i cummaud. 1 cau't.speak of any partislt
instance in which Gurerutuegt ransports net
used in this way. Q. Do you koow of anyes®
where arwe captured Iu battle bave been cvoret
iétance. Q. Do you koow of auy casa wier
any ufficer 1n the wilitary service of the Usst
Btates bas-received sny cowponsation, bevtss
gratuity, 1aterest ur claiw, in any way, direct €
iudirect, un sccount of the ufficial acs vt aid 8
cor? A. 1.dv nut know of suy of iy own kue®*
edge. Q. Have you atated fully everytlicg j*
kouw cuucerning this matter ugder iusestigsd®!
A, Everythiog which occurred to me at this i

0drif ot how did
you come in possession of thesd fac 31 A7 Major

Witk §

koow of purwite.baving beeu givou by any iz, §

I dou ooy

Q Whence did these urdenff
Géueral Ouris was i o

believe. ‘Q Did you eep the perwit givea n §

utant General prosent now, and he probably ar

ers of Goverument transportation or other pubx §

nad been ay Heleoa sbout ten days, Julp

to General Cuirtis, and told !be'G‘Jneral thatldp
Baker bad made 4 cobitract for svine cotronrtet §

teamad to baul it in, as it was the ouly posde 4

Curtis told me to ot Judge Baker have then. | §

used, aud T am vt awpre that avy trapsportatit §
oelongivg to wy division was ever used excepte §

regard o the trausportatiou of ‘private prupef! 3
vy chartered travipores, returoing up the nret §

ed to private usa? A, I do vof recotlect of 2%/ §

s iy 0

oy own g N

angthing of a lot of silver plate buviog beeq [

Q " Wore nuy restrictious iw :
tius to your etatl uificers to grmu: 2

pefeons who woyld briog sufficisat testimonyy B
ae to their.characfert A, It was stated x::: L

of persuns: in ‘the wilitary service of the Uuny §§
States, ur negrops, Q. Waa there any himic ayy, 8

bibited the. purchase of edtton frum wilitary per. B8

Hutchinson. He came to wy Adjntant Geoen B

AR ot oy L

traneportation hauling cotton from alwvst et S

that po oflicer ‘vn 1y elsfl should purchaw . SEGN




